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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2026

PARISH MISSION 
Leading all souls to Jesus Christ.

WELCOME VISITORS + PARISHIONERS
•	 St. Thomas the Apostle is part of a parish cluster with Ss. 

Peter and Paul in Loretto, meaning two or more parishes 
share a pastor. Clustered parishes may also share some staff 
and programming; parishes in a cluster arrangement retain 
their parish status and basic organizational structure.

•	 Parish Center Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm 
(closed Friday).

•	 Wedding / funeral: Contact Fr. Glen Jenson at 763.496.5140 
or frjenson@saintsppta.org.

•	 Membership: Email the Parish Office or complete the form 
at churchofstthomas.org/new.

•	 Baptism: Email the Parish Office the baptismal candidate’s 
birth certificate or complete a Baptism Request Form at 
churchofstthomas.org/sacraments.

•	 Archdiocese’s Victim Assistance: Call 651.291.4475.

/StThomastheApostleMN

/st.thomastheapostlemn

DAILY MASS
Fri:	  8:30am 
Sat:	  8:30am 

CONFESSION
Wed:	 6:15-7pm (Includes Adoration)
Thur:	 3:30-4pm (1st Thurs of the month only)
Fri:	 7:45-8:15am 
	 3:30-4pm 
Sat: 	 7:30-8:15am

SUNDAY MASS
Sat:  5:30pm 
Sun: 7:30am 
        10:30am 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK



PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Glen Jenson

Pastor
frjenson@saintsppta.org

Rev. Sebastien Bakatu
Weekend Assistant

Deacon Tom Utecht
Weekend Assistant

dcntutecht@saintsppta.org

Cindy Patnode
Parish Administrator

cpatnode@saintsppta.org

Jenny Rogalski
Office Administrator

jrogalski@saintsppta.org 

Claire Lenz
Director of Religious Education

clenz@saintsppta.org

TJ Slamkowski
Youth Minister, Safe 

Environment Coordinator
tjslamkowski@saintsppta.org

Dave Evensen
Director of Maintenance
devensen@saintsppta.org

Carrie Ferdinandt
Music Coordinator

PARISH TEAMS
Trustees

Roger Litchy,  
Tom Hudinsky

Pastoral Council
John Pratt, Brady Day, Justin 

Leighton, Michael Hreha, 
Michael Olson, Rathi Philip, 

Greg Dvorsak

Finance Council
Rick Fadgen, Mike Socha, John 

Ritz, Dave Gibbons, Diana 
Almedia, Gary Pull

Facilities Planning 
Committee

Carl Thelen, Steve Schmitz, Fr. 
Glen Jenson, Susan Wieneke, 

Jim Wawra, Jamie Heuton, 
Roger Litchy, Tom Hudinsky, 
Rick Fadgen, Brady Day, Dave 

Gibbons

Capital Campaign Contact 
Susan Wieneke 
763.486.5441

WORSHIP NOTES FROM FR. JENSON

DONUT SUNDAY 
All are encouraged to participate in the Catholic community following 
Sunday Mass including coffee, juice, and donuts (free-will offering). Just 
take a few steps to the Parish Center located northeast of the church.

As we move toward the end of the liturgical year, our gospel reading again depicts 
Jesus in conflict with the Pharisees. They test him by asking which commandment 
is the greatest in the law. Jesus refers to the Shema prayer: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” He 
continues with, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

This is a sweeping 
demand for us to be 

dedicated to love for God and our 
neighbor. This can seem like a huge 
demand, and it can be difficult to figure 
out how to live this out. The second 
reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the 
Thessalonians gives us some insight. He 
mentions that they received the word in 
great affliction, with joy from the Holy 
Spirit, and that they had become a model 
for believers elsewhere.  

When large numbers of the people in 
Thessalonica were converted by Paul, the Jews encouraged a mob to form and created civil unrest to 
drive Paul out. Despite this, the Christian message he brought continued to grow there.  

The demand that we love God wholeheartedly and our neighbor as ourselves is shown by the converts 
in Thessalonica, who even made every effort to help Paul escape violence and get safely away from 
their city. He wrote back and found that they were persisting in their faith and were not deterred by 
vocal opposition. Their example shows courageous faith in action. In an age which knows violence 
anew, their courage in the faith makes the gospel call for total giving of self to God visible.

This weekend we have the Hennepin County sheriff speak at 9am Mass in Loretto and at 10:30am 
Mass at St. Thomas on behalf of the Minnesota 100 Club, which helps families of first responders who 
have been injured or killed in the line of duty. We support them next Sunday at St. Peter and Paul with 
a brunch after the 9am Mass.  

Next weekend, November 1, the Archbishop will be at the 9am Mass in Loretto to bless the new 
accessibility annex to the church and attend the brunch mentioned.

Announcement(s): 
•	 Cemetery clean up Information: Please kindly remove any flowers or items from the gravesite 

of your loved one(s) by November 30, 2026. Your help with this matter is greatly appreciated.
•	 Rosaries: If you have unbroken Rosaries you no longer need, feel free to drop them off at the 

parish center entry or offices; they will be included in a batch for those who need one.
•	 What you need to know for voting in 2026: Election Day is Tuesday, November 3. Go to            

mnvotes.org to register to vote, learn about in-person early voting or apply for an absentee ballot, 
find your polling place, or view a sample ballot. Visit mccl.org/voterguide to see MCCL’s pro-life 
voter’s guide and other election information. 

MASS INTENTIONS | Oct 30-Nov 1
Fri 8:30am:

Sat 8:30am:
5:30pm:

Sun 7:30am:
10:30am:

Tom Aeshliman †
Parish Cluster
Stan Chastek †
The souls in purgatory
The souls in purgatory

DID YOU KNOW: Mass intentions are scheduled by 
contacting the parish office. The suggested offering for 
each Mass is $7. The offering connected with the intention 
helps support the priest, parish, and broader works of the 
Church. Mass intentions are offered for a particular person 
or intention, and that the person or situation is entrusted 
to God in a special way during the celebration of the 
Eucharist.



DONATE TO SUPPORT THIS PARISH + COMMUNITY

SUNDAY DONATION
•	 Place donation in offering 

basket during Mass
•	 Donate online (scan QR 

code)
•	 Set up automatic bank 

payments 
•	 Mail check to:                                    

St. Thomas the Apostle                                                       
20000 County Road 10                     
Corcoran, MN 55340

NEW CHURCH | CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

$7.47 million has been raised as of 
8.31.26. 

Over $25,000 was donated this month 
by local parishioners in addition to 
$4,000 in memory of John Aeshliman. 

We appreciate your continued 
donations toward building the new 
church, and reaching the $8 million 
goal. Visit churchofstthomas.org/future 
for more info, and donate today.

For up-to-date information on the 
progress, follow us on Facebook or 
Instagram.

VOLUNTEER BE A HERO

Nourishing HOPE is a ministry of Our Father’s Lutheran 
Church in Rockford (ourfatherschurch.org/nourishing-hope.
html). The mission is to relieve food insecurity by offering 
fresh produce, dairy, and meat to area folks.

Boxes of food are filled at Our Father’s and then available for 
drive-through pickup on a first-come, first-served basis at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church and five other churches in Buffalo, 
Rockford, Delano, Hanover, and Maple Grove on the second 
Monday of each month. 

Volunteers meet at Our Father’s on the second Monday of 
each month at 9:45am for a couple of hours to fill boxes, then 
meet up again at 3:30pm at St. Thomas Parish Center for 
about an hour to distribute the boxes until they’re gone. 

The current St. Thomas ministry leader is looking for 
someone to replace her starting with the December 14th 
event. The leader’s main responsibilities are purchasing, 
assembling, and labeling boxes as needed; coordinating with 
a list of St. Thomas volunteers for both morning food packing 
and evening food distribution; and communicating with Our 
Father’s church ministry contact. 

If interested in taking over as the St. Thomas ministry leader, 
contact the current leader, Lill Wawra, at 612.600.2050 or 
lwawra@hotmail.com. Lill will train her replacement.

JOIN CHOIR
During the transition period from Dianna Anderson’s 
departure, the group will practice together the Monday 
before singing, from 6-7:30pm in the church (volunteers 
are asked to practice on their own, as well in preparation 
for being together.) 

Please prayerfully consider joining! Simply show up or 
contact the Music Coordinator, Carrie Ferdinandt, call or 
text 612.245.3576.

Practice: 11/9 (M), 6-7:30pm
Mass: 11/15 (Su), 10:30am; warm-up meet time 9:45am
(A-OT 33)

Practice: 11/23 (M), 6-7:30pm
Mass: 11/28 (Sa), 5:30pm; warm-up meet time 4:45pm
(B-Adv 01)

Practice: 12/14 (M), 6-7:30pm
Mass: 12/20 (Su), 10:30am; warm-up meet time 9:45am
(B-Adv 04)

Practice: 12/21 (M), 6-7:30pm
Mass: 12/24 (Th), 5:30pm; warm-up meet time 4:30pm; 
preludes begin 5:15pm 
(Christmas Eve/ABC-Midnight Mass)

More dates to follow for 2027!



INVITE OTHERS

For event details and times please visit churchofstthomas.org.

OCTOBER
•	 Faith Formation at St. Thomas | Oct 28

NOVEMBER
•	 Daylight Saving Time | Nov 1
•	 All Saints’ Day | Nov 1
•	 Men’s Club Meeting at St. Thomas | Nov 1, 9am
•	 First Responder Brunch at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 1
•	 All Souls’ Day Mass at St. Thomas | Nov 2, 8:30am
•	 American Heritage Girls at St. Thomas | Nov 2
•	 Election Day | Nov 2
•	 Faith Formation at St. Thomas | Nov 4
•	 1st Thursday Confession at St. Thomas | Nov 5, 3:30-4pm 
•	 Family Intercessory Prayer at St. Thomas | Nov 6
•	 Liturgical Ministers, please enter in the MSP app or 

contact the Parish Office by Fri, Nov 6, with the dates you 
cannot serve during Dec, Jan, and Feb. 

•	 First Saturday Devotion at St. Thomas | Nov 7
•	 Men’s Cancer Support Group at St. Thomas | Nov 7, 9am 

(contact: coryplotts@gmail.com)
•	 Holy Apostles Youth Group at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 8
•	 Nourishing HOPE at St. Thomas | Nov 9                                             

ourfatherschurch.org/nourishing-hope.html
•	 Choir Practice at St. Thomas | Nov 9, 6-7:30pm 
•	 Veterans Day | Nov 11
•	 Faith Formation at St. Thomas | Nov 11
•	 Choir at Mass at St. Thomas | Nov 15, 10:30am; warm-up 

meet time 9:45am
•	 Turkey Bingo at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 15
•	 Dead Theologian Society at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 15
•	 American Heritage Girls at St. Thomas | Nov 16
•	 Faith Formation at St. Thomas | Nov 18
•	 Knights of Columbus meeting at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 19
•	 Turkey Bingo at St. Thomas | Nov 22
•	 Holy Apostles Youth Group at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 22
•	 Choir Practice at St. Thomas | Nov 23, 6-7:30pm
•	 Thanksgiving Day Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 26, 9am, 

parish offices closed
•	 Choir at Mass at St. Thomas | Nov 28, 5:30pm; warm-up 

meet time 4:45pm
•	 Christkindlmarkt at Ss. Peter & Paul | Nov 28
•	 First Sunday in Advent | Nov 29

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION
NOV ‘26: FOR THE PROPER USE OF WEALTH
Let us pray for the proper use of wealth, that not 
succumbing to the temptation of selfishness, it may always 
be put at the service of the common good and solidarity of 
those who have less.



PRAY
PRAYER REQUESTS
Add prayer requests to the Prayer Chain. The Prayer 
Chain is composed of parishioners dedicated to praying 
for others. To submit a prayer request or to join the 
Prayer Chain, please contact the Parish Office at 
763.420.2385 or hello@saintsppta.org.

THE SICK
To respect privacy, individuals may only request to add a 
name from their own family. Names will be removed after 
three months unless the requester notifies the Parish Office.
•	 Maria Ramminger (thru 10.25.26)
•	 Katie Chastek Thorfinnson (thru 1.10.27)
•	 Luke Dugan (thru 1.10.27)

THOSE IN THE MILITARY
To have a member of the U.S. Military listed or removed, 
please contact the Parish Office.
•	 Jeff Benson | Air Force
•	 Tony Ramminger | Air Force
•	 Brianna Schmidt | Air Force
•	 Luke Hartwig | Army 
•	 Sara Schiller | Army National Guard
•	 Annabelle Schmidt | Navy

SEMINARY + RELIGIOUS LIFE
•	 Cory Plotts | Institute of Diaconate Formation, St. Paul 

Seminary

GOSPEL MEDITATION | By Father John Muir
When I was in seventh grade, like most boys of that age, I was 
constantly hungry. I could eat at any hour of the day. Then I fell 
head over heels for a classmate named Kristin. One evening, 
while lying on my bed and pondering her perfections, my 
mom called me to dinner. For the first time in my adolescent 
life, I remember thinking: “I’m not hungry.” My heart longed 
for Kristin more than my stomach for food. Now, I wouldn’t 
confuse adolescent infatuation with mature love. But it was an 
experience of how love can reorder everything in our lives.

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says, “You shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart” (Matthew 22:37). He is not 
issuing a burden or a moral goal for high achievers. He is naming 
the deepest orientation of the human heart. We were made for 
love so great that it gathers every other love into itself. Jesus 
does not ask us to love less the persons or things that attract us. 
Rather, he wants our love for God to be so total and intense that 
we love everything and everyone else because we love him so 
much.  

Do we believe that such a love is possible for us? Because of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, it is! It is readily available to us. Let’s 
repent of our half-hearted love for God and ask Him to fill our 
hearts to the brim with divine love. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH



LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH

FORMED 
Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED, which provides 
Catholic content all in one place! Visit formed.org/signup, 
tap “Sign Up,” enter your email address, and enter the 
Loretto zip code 55357 to access the Parish Cluster 
account. 



LOOKING AHEAD
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 
The deadline for weekend bulletin submissions 
is noon on Mondays. Please contact the Parish 
Office at hello@saintsppta.org or 763.420.2385.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS | October 31-November 1
Ushers
Sat 5:30pm	 Brian Crane, Barney Haechrel
Sun 7:30am	 Randy Titchner, Lisa Adolphson, Steve Marsden
Sun 10:30am	 Pat Hank, Jamie Heuton, Tom Hudinsky, Greg Dvorsak

Lector
Sat 5:30pm	 Donna Socha
Sun 7:30am	 Donna Socha
Sun 10:30am	 Denise Heuton

EMHC (Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion)
Sat 5:30pm	 Donna Socha
Sun 7:30am	 Donna Socha
Sun 10:30am	 Denise Heuton

Hospitality
Sun 7:30am	 Basel + Deb Evans
Sun 10:30am	 Tom + Brenda Hudinsky

Priest
Sat 5:30pm	 Fr. Bakatu
Sun 7:30am	 Fr. Nguyen
Sun 10:30am	 Fr. Nguyen

Ministry Schedule Pro (MSP) is the application used to schedule 
Liturgical Ministers. Visit churchofstthomas.org/volunteer to access MSP, 
its User Guide, or view a short video on how to use the MSP mobile 
app. Please contact the Parish Office to be added to the Liturgical 
Minister volunteer list.

HOME BLESSINGS
Father Jenson is now offering home blessings 
one Saturday a month (must must be a St. Thomas 
registered parish member to request). To 
sign up, please contact the Parish Office at 
763.420.2385, or complete the request form at 
churchofstthomas.org/homeblessing. Please note 
that anointing of the sick and/or funerals may 
require a home blessing to be rescheduled.
•	 November 14 (11am)
•	 December 19 (9:30am and 10:30am)

REQUIRES ACTION 
Liturgical Ministers, 
please enter in the 
MSP app or contact 
the Parish Office by 
Fri, Nov 6, with the 
dates you cannot 

serve during Dec, Jan, 
and Feb.

Thank you!



Tom Gleason
763-420-3060

7591 Commerce St.
Corcoran, MN

www.pro-techautorepair.com

Excavating, Earthwork, 
Site Development, & 

Crushing
9520 County Road 19 

Loretto, MN 55357
doboszenskiandsons.com 

763.478.6945

Water Well & Septic Systems 
In Business Since 1974

Brian Van Beusekom
763-479-1869

Auto: Collision Repair
Framework • Paint Work

Hail Damage • Free Estimates
Rockford, MN

Lee Schlosser
763.477.6653

Decorative Rock • Wood & Rubber Mulch
Topsoil • Driveway Aggregate • Landscape Supplies
Rogers, MN • (763) 428-2393 • www.HassanSand.com

Your Local Convenience Store
* Gas * Food * Dehmer’s Meats

* ATM * Ice Cream * Ice
* Propane * Lottery * Bait & Tackle

Hours: Mon-Fri: 5am -9pm
Sat: 6am - 9pm | Sun: 7am - 9pm

763.479.1511 • hskoch@hskoch.com
4355 Hwy. 55, Loretto/Medina, MN

Iten Funeral Service
763-972-2891

300 N. Third Street ,Delano

Make it a real MOVING experience, call Mary!
Mary Cavanaugh REALTOR®

612-363-2235
MaryCavanaugh@EdinaRealty.com
MaryCavanaugh.EdinaRealty.com ®

a Berkshire Hathaway affliate

Main Office • Hamel
763-478-6611

Branch Office • Corcoran
763-420-2025

fsboh.com

(763) 
498-7335

Now Serving Breakfast  
Saturday & Sunday 9-11am

HANOVER

T.L. Stevens Well Company
Maple Plain, MN

763-479-2272
We are a full-service water well contractor.

www.tlstevenswell.com

4848 Gateway Blvd. Maple - (763) 292-2300

St. Michael-
Albertville

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

300 N. Main St.
St. Michael, MN 55376

(763) 497-5362

Providing Peace of Mind Since 1972

612.722.7129
garlock-french.com

Roofing • Gutters • Custom Sheet Metal  
Chimney Repair • Siding 

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Peter & Paul Church, Loretto, MN 02-4013

Contact Terri Roe
troe@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x5897

State FarmState Farm®®  Insurance AgentInsurance Agent

Marianne Houlihan | Irmgard BrownMarianne Houlihan | Irmgard Brown

885 Meander Court, Medina, MN | www.mariannehoulihan.com885 Meander Court, Medina, MN | www.mariannehoulihan.com
Office: (763) 478-5111

Susan Wieneke
Investment Advisor & Parishioner

763-486-5441
susan@YourRetirementKey.com

www.YourRetirementKey.com

763.537.4511
www.gearty-delmore.com

Simplifying the 
Last Goodbye

NAPA OF CORCORAN
420-2321

Mon-Fri 7am - 7pm • Sat 8am- 5pm
19905 75th Ave.N. Corcoran Mn.55340

Minneapolis  
Financial Group 

Joe Zandlo, EdD
Parishioner

jzandlo@financialguide.com
612.492.9353


